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In the 2020, at the height of 
the pandemic, Irish Hospice 
Foundation started an Arts 
and Cultural Engagement 
Programme……



Dying, Death, Bereavement & Grief
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35,477deaths 

were registered in 
Ireland in 2022

Nearly 100 people 

die in Ireland every day

Cancer (31%) and heart-
related disease (29%) are 
the leading causes of 
death

83% of these 

deaths are people 
aged 65+

Up to 10 people are 

significantly impacted 
for every 1 death

Over 350,000 

people are grieving 
a death every year
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Culture beats Strategy 



If health is about adaptation, 
understanding and acceptance, 

then the arts may be more potent 
than anything that medicine has to 

offer. 

Richard Smith. British Medical 
Journal Editorial, 2012. 



Page 6

Creativity shapes Culture



Growing Compassionate Culture: IHF Arts 2020 to 2023
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2020 – 2021 2021 – 2022 2022 – 2023 2023 - 2024  

11 Seed Grants 29 Seed Grants 16 Seed Grants 6 Seed Grants  Caru/ Residential Care

Policy on Arts and 
Creative Engagement

6 Compassionate Culture 
Networks

5 Compassionate Culture 
Networks

3 Projects with 5 Local Authorities, 
Creative Ireland/ All Island 

Men’s Sheds project 

Residency - Artists in Service 
to people at end of life in 
hospitals

Book “Reflections” Book - “Poems for When You 
Can’t Find the Words”

Book - HSE "Pause" Project Books
 Arts By Your Side publication 
Arts/Professional Grief publication 
Education booklet

Educational tool - Down 
Syndrome

Education and capacity building 
program 

Symposia 1 Arts EU Grief Conference November 2024

Creative Ireland €40,000 Creative Ireland
€248,000

Diversified Funding 
€225,000

IHF Core and earned revenue
Circa €180,000



INSPIRE

ENGAGE

SKILL-UP

SHOW 
OFF

MAKE 
CURIOUS



Seeds Programme
National audit of grief and loss

MicroGrants and mentorship



www.HospiceFoundation.ie/Arts

‘to inspire and support the 
work of groups, organization 
or individuals who wish to 
mark in some tangible way 
their response to the universal 
realities of dying, death, and 
bereavement’

• Diversity people, approach, 
issue

• Groundswell of conversation
2000 directly involved
Thousands more watched videos
• 62 initiatives in 3 years
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Caru Seeds Projects
www.Caru.ie

http://www.caru.ie/


Roots and Shoots
Downs Syndrome 

End of Life

Artists led

Workforce response



How can we support people who are non-verbal?
Down Syndrome Tipperary

Movement workshop 
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Sensation and emotion

Parent Voice

Awareness program

6 videos of activitySymposia

Replace 
me!

Replace 
me!

Replace 
me!



Artist’s residency 

In Acute Hospitals

with 

End of Life Co-ordinator

Multiple benefits: 
patients, family and staff

Report, Book, Video, 
Animations

Can Artists be in Service to People at the End of Life?



“Pause”

• Post Pandemic

• Time poor

• Professional Grief

In progress

Can creativity support health care workforce?



Make it visible: 
www.HospiceFoundation.ie
Education: Telling The Story

Capacity building

Evaluations, Books, Video



Place: 
The Compassionate 
Culture Network



Wexford, Tallaght, Kildare, Leitrim (2), Buncrana, 
Galway, Bantry, Mallow, Limerick, Cahersiveen

Bespoke program, made locally
Creative practice, Conversation, Signposting
18 weeks, 12 weeks face to face
Asset Based Community Development 
Training and Peer Network
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"It was like a nest … it gave me time to 
grieve. I probably said things here, 

I've never said in my life."



Grief shrinks Geography (as does dying)
Services are universal not local 
Ageing populations/Chronic conditions/Dying

Accompaniment
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Animate the Culture



Compassionate Culture 
Network
Buncrana



Martha McCulloch
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Overwintering
Ongoing throughout October - March
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Caru Residency
Brindley Manor Nursing Home



Roots of Remembering
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Get in touch.

hospicefoundation.ie

info@hospicefoundation.ie

Registered Charity Number: 20013554

A black 
letter f in a 
white circle

A black and
white logo

Description 

A black and
white logo

Description 

A blue x in 
a white 
circle

hospicefoundation.ie
mailto:info@hospicefoundation.ie
https://www.facebook.com/IrishHospiceFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/irishhospicefoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/irish-hospice-foundation/
https://twitter.com/IrishHospice
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